EVALUATION RUBRIC:  PRELIMINARY EXAM 
Doctoral Candidate:   ___________________________


needs  
meets
         exceptional


improvement
standard
(top 10%)
	•states a research problem in such a way that it clearly fits within the context of the literature in an area of study 
	
	
	
	
	

	•demonstrates the potential value of the solution to the research problem in advancing knowledge within the area of study
	
	
	
	
	

	•provides a sound plan for applying research methods/tools to solving research problem and shows a good understanding of how to use methods/tools effectively
	
	
	
	
	

	•provides a sound plan for analyzing/interpreting research data or models correctly and thoroughly
	
	
	
	
	

	•communicates the research proposal clearly and professionally in written form appropriate to the field
	
	
	
	
	

	•communicates the research proposal clearly and professionally in oral form appropriate to the field
	
	
	
	
	

	•demonstrates capability for independent research in the area of study, the ability to develop and apply substantial expertise in that area and to make an original contribution to it
	
	
	
	
	


OTHER REQUIRED DATA

Since entering Duke Biology Graduate Program, the number of …

submitted papers on which student is an author:

accepted papers on which student is an author: 

presentations (external to Duke: poster or oral):

grant proposals submitted (both Duke and external): 

grant proposals funded (both Duke and external): 
EVALUATION RUBRIC:  DISSERTATION DEFENSE
Doctoral Candidate:   ___________________________


needs  
meets
         exceptional


improvement
standard
(top 10%)
	•states a research problem in such a way that it clearly fits within the context of the literature in an area of study
	
	
	
	
	

	•demonstrates the potential value of the solution to the research problem in advancing knowledge within the area of study
	
	
	
	
	

	•applies sound research methods/tools to problems in an area of study and describes the methods/tools effectively
	
	
	
	
	

	•analyzes/interprets research data or models correctly and thoroughly
	
	
	
	
	

	•communicates the research results clearly and professionally in written form appropriate to the field
	
	
	
	
	

	•communicates the research results clearly and professionally in oral form appropriate to the field
	
	
	
	
	

	•has demonstrated capability for independent research in the area of study, applying substantial expertise in that area and making an original contribution to it
	
	
	
	
	


OTHER REQUIRED DATA

Since entering Duke Biology Graduate Program, the number of …

submitted papers on which student is an author:

accepted papers on which student is an author: 

presentations (external to Duke: poster or oral):

grant proposals submitted (both Duke and external): 

grant proposals funded (both Duke and external):  
